430                  NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAR

They cannot take pride in a recital of cruel deeds however
skilfully achieved.

Even if you win it will not prove that you were in the
right, it will only prove that your power of destruction
was greater. This applies obviously to the Allies too, unless
they perform now the just and righteous act of freeing
India as an earnest and promise of similarly freeing all other
subject peoples in Asia and Africa.

Our appeal to Britain is coupled with the offer of
Free India's willingness to let the Allies retain their troops
in India, The offer is made in order to prove that we do
not in any way mean to harm the Allied cause, and in
order to prevent you from being misled into feeling that
you have but to step into the country that Britain has
vacated. Needless to repeat that if you cherish any such
idea and will carry it out, we will not fail in resisting you
with all the might that our country can muster. I address
this appeal to you in the hope that our movement may
even influence you and your partners in the right direction
and deflect you and them from the course which is bound to
end in your moral ruin and the reduction of human beings
to robots.

The hope of your response to my appeal is much
fainter than that of response from Britain. I know that the
British are not devoid of a sense of justice and they know
me. I do not know you enough to be able to judge. All I
have read tells me that you listen to no appeal but to the
sword. How I wish that you are cruelly misrepresented
and that I shall touch the right chord in your heart!
Any way I have an undying faith in the responsiveness of
human nature. On the strength of that faith I have con-
ceived the impending movement in India, and it is that faith
which has prompted this appeal to you.

I am,

Your friend and well-wisher,
Sevagram, 18-7-'42                       M, K. Gandhi

Harijan, 26-7-1942